
 

 
2022 ASCRS Annual Meeting  

Health and Safety  
 

The American Society of Cataract and Refractive Surgery (ASCRS) is committed to the 
health and well-being of meeting attendees, exhibitors, staff, and meeting contractors at 
the 2022 ASCRS Annual Meeting in Washington, D.C., at the Walter E. Washington 
Convention Center. 

The following measures are implemented in accordance with regulations set forth by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and local health department entities.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
Procedures and Protocols 

 
Expectations for all meeting participants: 
 

• ASCRS strongly encourages all eligible meeting participants to be vaccinated 
against COVID-19 prior to traveling to the 2022 ASCRS Annual Meeting. 

• Current regulations within the District of Columbia require face masks to be worn 
indoors regardless of vaccination status. This includes within the Walter E. 
Washington Convention Center.  

• All meeting participants are expected to observe and engage in recognized 
preventive actions to help ensure a safe environment, including frequent hand 
washing. 
 

• Attendees should not attend the meeting if they have tested positive for COVID-
19 within the last 14 days or if they are concerned that they have been exposed 
to the virus within the last 14 days and could possibly test positive. 

• Should a meeting participant test positive for COVID-19, register a temperature, 
or become ill during the course of the meeting, he/she should observe 
recognized quarantining procedures.  

 

 



 

At the meeting: 

• Where possible, contactless systems and processes will be implemented to 
minimize "touch points." 

• Program materials will be distributed electronically through the mobile app and 
the ASCRS website. EyeWorld Daily News and other resources will be available 
for self-pickup to minimize interaction.  

• Meeting rooms and public spaces will be designed to adhere to current physical 
distancing guidelines. 

• 30-minute breaks will occur between sessions to allow for all meeting rooms to 
be properly cleaned. 

• The ASCRS Exhibit Hall will be cleaned nightly. 

About the Convention Center 
 

The Walter E. Washington Convention Center has GBAC STAR facility accreditation 
from the Global Biorisk Advisory Council, a division of the ISSA, known for its 
preeminent cleaning, disinfection, and infection prevention strategies.  
 
The convention center’s specific COVID-19 prevention initiatives include:  
 

• Thermal scanning: No-contact, real-time, multi-person thermal scanning 
throughout the convention center, using technology from Certify.Me and Kogniz, 
which is able to measure body temperatures of individuals and groups of people 
entering venues, using artificial intelligence to account for environmental effects 
on individuals.  

• Enhanced sanitation: The convention center works with Aramark Environmental 
Services, which has implemented its EverSafe sanitation, disinfection, and 
hygiene program, an integrated and enhancing cleaning, sanitation, and 
disinfection program. 

• Cutting-edge disinfection: The convention center partnered with SurfaceGuard to 
deploy a high-grade COVID-19 remediation and health and safety reporting 
system. 

Learn more about the convention center’s COVID-19 initiatives.  

 
Updated 8/24/2021; future updates will be made as regulations and guidelines change. 

https://eventsdc.com/covid-19-initiatives-0
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